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The war served as a severe test for all trends in the working-class move-
ment. The West-European Social-Democratic Parties^ which long before
the war had been corroded by opportunism3 betrayed the working class and
began to help the bourgeoisie in their respective countries to incite the
workers and peasants of the different countries to fly at each other's throats
ostensibly in the interests of "national defence/5 but actually in defence of the
interests of the bourgeoisie. The Second International collapsed. The
leaders of the Second International and most of the Socialist Parties supported
the war and backed their respective imperialist governments.

In this menacing situation when the Socialist Parties were rocked to their
foundations by the severe crisis^, and the leaders of the working-dass move-
ment proved to be traitors and renegades, only Lenkt* and the Bolshevik
Party which he had formed and reared., unflinchingly hoisted the flag of
opposition to the imperialist war. Lenin at once formulated and published a
clear and concise appraisal of the war and showed the workers and peasants
the only way out of this world slaughter^ i.e., by fighting to overthrow their
respective imperialist governments.

On September 5, 19143 Lenin arrived in Berne. Next daya in the woods
outside of the town he addressed a meeting of the local group of Bolsheviks
on the Party's attitude towards the war. This meeting accepted his historical
"Theses On the War."

In this first Bolshevik statement of principles on the war^ Lenin answered
the fundamental questions raised by the period., vis.9 the character of the
war and the tasks of the working class arising from it. He defined the war
as a bourgeois,, imperialists and predatory war3 and denounced the treachery
of the leaders of the Second International to the cause of the proletariat. The
collapse of the Second International, he said, was no accident. Its chief
cause was the predominance of opportunism in it. The most important task
of the genuine internationalists* he said, was to conduct propaganda for the
socialist revolution, and to urge the workers and peasants of the different
countries to turn their weapons not against each other, but against the
imperialist governments and the bourgeoisie of their respective countries.
He proclaimed implacable war against jingoism and the jingo leaders of the
Second International who had betrayed the cause of Socialism, In his
theses he emphasized that the lesser evil for the working class and the working
people of all the nations in the Russian Empire would be the defeat of the
tsarist monarchy. These theses served as a concrete revolutionary programme
of action also for the international proletariat.

Lenin immediately sent Ms "Theses on the War33 to Russia and circulated
them among the Bolshevik groups abroad. They were approved by the
leading Party bodies in Russia, who on the question of the war had
immediately token a firm internationalist stand.

The "Theses on the War" served as the basis of the manifesto of the
Central Committee on the imperialist war which Lenin wrote at the end of
September 1914 under the title of 6<The War and Russian Social-Democracy.**
In this historic document Lenin issued the call: Transform the imperialist
war into civil war, into a war against the bourgeoisie and the landlords !
Instead of the social-chauvinist policy of defending the bourgeois fatherland,
he issued the slogan: Defeat of your own imperialist government ! He urged
that the place of the decayed Second International must be taken by a new,
the Tttkd3 International. The manifesto concluded with the following
words;